124 PEAKS AND GLACIERS OF NUN KUN
A gentle descent of half an hour brought us to rocks at the base of the peak, which we named Mount Nieve Penitente for a reason which will appear later on. Here we ate our luncheon and waited for the coolies. About one o'clock they were seen struggling up to the col, where they stopped to rest and eat. A dense fog now set in, shutting out all landmarks. This did not delay us to any extent, however. As our bearings had been carefully taken, and as we knew the porters with the coolies would follow our tracks, we continued on in the fog up a snow-elope between an ice-fall and a bergschrund, and at two o'clock found ourselves, as the mist lifted, close under the perpendicular face of a rock-peak adjoining the rock-col we were aiming for. We ascended to the top of the col, and found it to be a narrow tortuous ridge, rising from the snow, connecting the sharp rock-peak just mentioned with Mount Nieve Penitente lying east of it. It afforded the only camping-place, not on ice, in the vicinity, and although it might, from its exposed position, prove a most disagreeable trough, if wind or storm should come up, we determined to utilise it for this purpose. There was not a level spot on it Its